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introduction

This book is intended for students who are doing undergraduate 
studies in theology/canon law.   It introduces a reader to the basics on 
canon law on sacraments.  The book covers only five sacraments: three 
sacraments of initiation (baptism, confirmation and Eucharist) and two 
sacraments of healing (penance and anointing).   The book is therefore 
made up of five chapters.

Each chapter is presented in a note-format so as to enable a reader to 
understand the material in few minutes.  The book also uses a question-
answer format. When describing each sacrament, each chapter offers 
questions and answers on the following issues:

Questions regarding the MINISTER of the sacrament:  In the 	

Catholic Church, who is allowed to serve as a minister for this sac-
rament?  

Questions regarding the RECIPIENTS of the sacrament: In the 	

Catholic Church, who is allowed to receive this sacrament?

Questions regarding the MATTER/FORM:  What matter/form are 	

used when celebrating this sacrament?  

Questions regarding the appropriate PLACE/TIME: What is the 	

appropriate time/place for celebrating the sacrament?

Questions regarding the appropriate SUBJECTIVE DISPOSITION:  	

What interior disposition is required when celebrating this sacra-
ment?

Selected materials for further reading	

WHY USE A QUESTION-ANSWER FORMAT?

The book advocates a contextual reading of canon law on sacraments.  
The text on canon law on sacraments should be read and evaluated in 
the light of the questions that people ask when they are administering 
and celebrating the sacraments.  In the question-answer format, the 
question element highlights the pastoral questions related to the 
celebration of sacraments.  The answer element underlines the tools 
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that canon law proposes for addressing such questions.  The question-
answer format then encourages a reader to ask two questions when 
reading canon law on sacraments:   What are the pastoral problems 
that canon law seeks to respond to?  What are the canonical tools that 
need to be taken into consideration when solving a particular pastoral 
problem? How relevant and adequate are these canonical tools in 
responding to the pastoral problems?

Stanslaus Muyebe 


